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A Message from the Director

It’s Just Amazing!! The summer heat is here; 90-95 degrees! Spring seems so far away. The
nice cool mornings and the cooler evenings --gone--gone--gone!

As I travel to and from work, the fields looked bare and now have large crops. It’s just
amazing how time passes and how things change and grow.

Here at Darlington County Disabilities and Special Needs Board, the 06/07 fiscal year is
coming to an end; and as I take time to look back on what has transpired, I reflect on the chal-
lenges and accomplishments, the heartbreaks and the healing. What a Year!

Now I have to refocus on the upcoming year, with an even stronger emphasis on our consum-
ers and the services that we provide for them. Our consumers are the foundation of our organization. In the past two
years, | have truly learned the value of people to an organization’s success. You cannot be successful entirely through your
own efforts. All of us, if we are going to accomplish anything worthwhile, will do it largely through the help and coopera-
tion of the people who work with us. It is absolutely necessary to have a capable and competent team.

As executive director, I will maintain a strong focus on initiatives that involve our consumers and staff within the key
areas of involvement, training, communication, safety and taking charge. It’s just amazing what we can do to make a
difference, to create positive change and be changed.

Ruth Thomas, Executive Director

Lake Dar ‘PO was great and thoroughly enjoyed by all on Friday,

May 18th. The weather was perfect and the beautiful tranquil setting of
Lake Darpowas enjoyed by all consumers, friends, staff and family mem-
bers present. Hamburgers were cooked on the grill and served with all the
trimmings. There was wheelchair racing, dancing, volleyball, basketball,
waterballoon toss, tattoos,bouncing and water toys for the kids, a magic
show by Dave Neilson and a dunking booth. (Thanks Donna).

1 l  (See pictures below).

~Raymond Graliam had a
great time jJumping!

March
Verniell Hannibal

Reagan House Manager

Dianne Mickens
DSP Bright Beginnings

Employee Anniversaries - April...May...June

1 4
.Mary Durant....15 years Congratulations !
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Family Advisory
Council News

Family Advisory Council mem-
bers gather once a year to help
with the annual gasoline raffle
that funds the parties they
sponsor during the year. All
families are encouraged to join
the FAC. They meet quarterly.
For more information, please
call Sue Eaddy at 332-7252

Ext. 101. Gasoline was donated by the Markette. Winner and raffle

results to be announced in the Fall Challenger.

Calendar of Events

July 16.....ccoivennnnnne DCD Foundation Mtg.
July 19, Business After Hours
sponsored by the DCD Foundation

July 31, DCDSN Board Mtg.
August 11....cooceeenennne. After Hours Movie
Sept. 8 .... Gigantic Yard Sale at Scott Center
Sept. 10...ceiviininns FAC Meeting at BTG
~

Employee Advisory Committee
for 2007
Crystal Blakney - CTH
Gloria Campbell - SC

QuALITY CORNER by Wilton Griffith

Having others look at what we do and how we do it helps assure we are doing
things in ways that are legally and ethically correct and that what we do reflects
accepted practice. One group of dedicated volunteers who provide oversight is
our Human Rights Committee. Composed of 7 members, this group reviews a
number of issues to assure those who use our services are not deprived of
human, civil, and legal rights without due process. This committee performs one
particularly important component of rights protection. The committee reviews
and approves (or denies) service plans which may restrict personal freedoms or
which propose use of restrictive or intrusive procedures. The committee also
reviews plans which involve use of medications that affect behavior or have
serious side effects. The committee assures informed consent is obtained for
proposed service plans, for participation in research, and reviews grievances
those who use our services may have regarding their services. The Human
Rights Committee is a vital component of our quality assurance. The members are
not paid, nor do they work for our organization. They are concerned citizens,
family members of service users, and representatives from those we do serve,
who give generously of their time, knowledge, and compassion to help protect
the rights of those served. The oversight the Human Rights Committee provides
safeguards rights and helps to assure our services are provided in ways that
support the dignity and respect we all are entitled to as human beings.

Yvonne Rouse - ICF/MR
Byron Wilson - Day Program
Sue Woodham - Child Program
Carmen Brown - ICF/MR
Dawanda Brown - Nursing
Anna McBride - Day Program
Bebe Chapman - EI

N
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Staff Cookout was great
Thanks EAC!

CTH I News

Congratulations to Sam Ingram who passed
the test for his driving permit.

Abig “Thank You” to the Agency for the
much needed new furniture and storage units
for the residential houses.

The CTH Il residents had a wonderful time at
the Spring Fling at Prestwood Country Club
sponsored by the Darlington County Mental
Health Association.

The new CTH house is coming along nicely.
Thanks SCDDSN.
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Bright Beginnings and Early Intervention Updates

The children at Bright Beginnings completed the Preschool Book-It Reading Program
sponsored by Pizza Hut at the end of April.
that was donated by “The Other Side” Landscaping Company. The garden was di-
vided in half with marigolds, geraniums and vinca on the garden side and squash, toma-
toes, watermelon, cucumber, bell pepper and cantaloupe on the vegetable side. The
children will be leaning about how plants grow and how to take care of them. We are
looking forward to tasting some of our vegetables in the near future!

The Early Interventionists are busy
attending trainings to keep them
abreast of changes in order to bet-
ter serve families of children with dis-
abilities. They will attend a training
in July to learn how to write Child
Outcomes. Thisis a part of the new
IFSP and is federally mandated as
away to measure the success of the
Babynet services being provided in
South Carolina.

We also started a garden out back

Day Program Update

Earnest Wilson is working for Carolina
Pines Regional Medical Center. He has
been working as a Nutrition Services
Aide since October 2006. Earnest’s su-
pervisor, Lynn Leviner, states that she is
so pleased with the job he is doing she
hopes to hire another consumer f rom our
agency in the future.

Congratulations Earnest!!

Foundation Holds Managed-Care Conference

The Medicare and Medicaid Managed Care Options conference held on June 14 was
a great success. Mr. Steve Krout of Instill Health Insurance Company (BCBS) and
Amy Ansell/Gladys Nesmith from Unison Plan of
SC were the presenters for this conference.
Special thanks to the following sponsors:

Gold Sponsors: Angelic Health Care Inc.and
Nightingales Nursing and Attendants.

Bronze Sponsors: Crossway Medical, Comfort Keepers & Palmetto RX Solutions
A donation was also given by Medical Arts Pharmacy. Special thanks to all the staff
that contributed to making this conference a wonderful success.

Elizabeth Ham, Resource Development Coordinator

Welcome New Employees

Jacqueline Cue, DSP
Ania’Shalla McDuffie
Evelyn Harkless,DSP
Carolyn George, DSP
Tina Esaw, Bus Driver
Candice Jackson, Bus Driver Asst.
Leigh Ann Tedder, EI
Tracey Jenins, DSP
Angela Waters, DSP
Jennie McQueen, DSP
Chiquita Huggins
S Yvonne Bruce
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Darlington County Disabilities Foundation (DCDF) would like to thank all of our generous donors.
The following Donations were received since the last printing of the Challenger.

Memorial Gifts were received In Memory of Jeanette M. Rambo
from the following:

Mr. & Mrs. G. James Wilds, 111
Myrl G. Dunham & M ary D. Minnick
Lamar & Lucy Caldwell

Margaret A. Barker & Tom & Lynette Elam

Mrs. Selma LeHardy
Hartsville Civitan Club
Bob, Diane & John Kerzner
The Rags Coxe Family
Lougenia & Gerald Saleeby
Georgianna & Winston McElveen
Tom & Lisa Privette
Flora Beth & Pat Patterson
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby C. O’Neal
Glenda M. Terrell
Jenny McCulloch & Richard Slattery
Sue E. & Claud Crowder
Gifts were received from
Charles K. Dunlap, Jr.

In Honor of
John Register

Virginia C. Ray
In Memory of
Jeanette M. Chappell

Lamar & Lucy Caldwell
In Memory of
Joyce Fink
and
Carolyn Stone Godwin

Donations are appreciated; envelopes are
included for your convenience.

Dr. & Mrs. Herbert House and
John T. Askins, Jr.

Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Krueger
Jack and Carol Holt
Ernest & Mildred Sullivan
William F. & Mary T. Jordan
Ruth D. Iseman
Wanda O. Hill
Arnold B., Jr. & Janet E. Hall
Hattie E. Hughes
Mr. & Mrs. Ronnie Holley
Ruth Thomas
Steve, Lisa & Sara Ann Fagan
Luther & Christine Fields
Walter K. Lewis, Jr.

Al & Debbie Fink
Wade & Lee Hicks

Other donations were received from:
Jennifer Andrews
Helen Barrett
The Byerly Foundation
James H. Cox IV
John H. Davis
Mike McPhail
Gail & Goode Mobley

Abbreviation/Acronyms

DCDSNB - Darlington County Disabilities and Special Needs Board
DCDF - Darlington County Disabilities Foundation

ICF/MR - Intermediate Care Facility for the Mentally Retarded.
CTH - Community Training Home

SC - Service Coordinator/Coordination

EI - Early Interventionists

DSP - Direct Support Staff

Byerly Foundation Awards $1,000 Grant to
Bright Beginnings Child Development

The children at Bright Beginnings are really enjoying playtime now
thanks to the donation from Byerly Foundation that made possible the
purchase of pedaled ride on toys, a water and sand play table and a
- music program. These toys will be used by the special needs children
" to, not only provide enjoyment, but also to enhance their physical,
. emotional, cognitive, language, social and musical growth.

Pictured L-R: Tykira, Aja and Micaden are showing off their new
- rides.
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